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Our Journey through Belgium & NE France

Country: Belgium and Northeast France

Duration: March 30 to April 09, 2018

Distance Traveled: ~2500km

Memorable Impressions:
Our original reason for coming to Belgium and north-east France was to watch the Tour of Flanders and 
Paris to Roubaix one-day classic bicycle races live.  Two (2) events on Mike’s bucket list and they did not 
disappoint.  As we had a week between races, we decided to see the UNESCO World Heritage sites in 
Belgium and in north-eastern France.  
 
One of the most surprising highlights to us is Belgium’s great variety and delicious desserts, junk foods 
and beers. We are not sure how the Belgians stay skinny, but they seem to be a healthy bunch.  Wales 
topped with strawberries, whipped cream and chocolate.  Hundreds of diferent beers with hip labels. The 
Belgian fries (frits) are a must have with mayo. Last, but not least, the Belgium chocolate creations are 
amazing.  

Another memorable moment is visiting the Pairi Daiza Zoo. We also paid our respects to the fallen 
Canadians during WWI at the Memorials in Belgium and France.  Being close to Epernay we had to take 

a tour of the Moët & Chandon Champaign Cellar.

Flight Info:
Antalya, Turkey to Düsseldorf, 
Germany Return for 303.95Euro 
(CDN$487.76) for (2) persons 
with Condor and SunExpress

Fuel: 
146.24 Euro (CDN 234.00)  
~ 1.40 Euro (CDN$2.24)
per litre (Benzin) 

Car Rental: 
310.00 Euro (CDN$491.13)
for (9) days incl. Insurance  
with Avis

Accommodations: 
Stayed at a 1-Bedroom 
Apartment booked through Airbnb 
for 485.69 Euro (CDN$789.03) 
for (9) days

Food & Drink: 
~ 270.13 Euro (CDN$432.21) for 
groceries at the market. 
Eating Out / Snacks for  
~ 100.00 Euro (CDN$160.00) 

Exchange Rate: 
1.00 Euro = $1.60 CDN

Sightseeing Fees:
185.00 Euro (CDN$296.00)

Miscelleanous: 
711.00 Euro (CDN$1139.00)

TOTAL TRIP COST:
2512.00 Euro ($CDN4029.00)
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M
arch 30, 2018:  We leave Kalkan at 6am with Alper Transfer to 

Antalya Airport.  Our light with Condor Airlines is scheduled 
to leave at 11:45am, but due to a mechanical problem with 

the plane, the Condor plane is replaced by a Privilege Airline plane.  

We leave Antalya 1 1/2hrs late.  After landing in Düsseldorf, Germany, 

picking up our luggage and Avis rental car, we are inally on the road 
toward Lille, France.  We pass from Germany, into the Netherlands 

and then into Belgium.  Traic increases a bit around Brussels, but 
overall, we make good time.  Stopping for dinner at the roadside rest 

stop for some meatballs, French fries and coke for €30.00.  At 9pm 

we arrive in Lille, France at our rented little apartment.  We’ve been 

texting Didier a couple of times to keep him updated to our arrival 

time.  After a long day of travels covering ive (5) countries we are 
happy to get some sleep.

FRANCE

Our little basement apartment rented 

through Airbnb is located on the out-

skirts of Lille, France in a suburb of 

Villeneuve d’Ascq.  It was the perfect 

place for our (9) day stay, coming with 

all the amenities one could desire.
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M arch 31, 2018:  The main purpose of the trip is to watch the 
Tour of Flanders and Paris Roubaix in person.  As both Classics 
races are one week apart, we decide to do some sightseeing 

in between.  Our little apartment in Lille, France is located only 8km from 
the Belgium border, which makes for easy travel to see sites in both north-
eastern France and Belgium.  Our irst stop is Ypres and the In Flanders 
Fields Museum.  It exhibits the World War I history of the area.  Most of the 
war was fought in Belgium and north eastern France.  For four (4) years 
this area was occupied by both sides.  Soldiers were living in trenches 
dug in the ields in horrid conditions.  The villages and towns took a huge 
beating.  Most were leveled to the ground.  Before and after pictures are 
shown in the museum.  The town of Ypres, its bell towers and churches 
were in ruins.  It is amazing to see how everything has been rebuilt to its 
former self.  The ticket is €11.00/person and includes climbing the 225 
steps of the bell tower for a 360° panoramic view.  In each direction we can 
make out war memorials.  After WWI a large entrance gate to Ypres was 
erected to memorialize the fallen soldiers in WWI, most of them have no 
grave. 54,000 names are listed on the walls of the gate.  We have our irst 

taste of a Belgian speciality, dirty fries for lunch. Fries, besides chocolate, 
wales and beers is probably Belgium’s number one fast food dish.  We 
pick the Veggie version and the Bacon & Pomegranate version; both did 
not disappoint.  From Ypres we visit the St. Julien Canadian Memorials.  
The memorial commemorates the Canadian First Division’s participation 
in the Second Battle of Ypres of World War I which included ighting in the 
face of the irst poison gas attacks along the Western Front.  The second 
Canadian Memorial is at Passchendaele were a lot of Canadians died.  
We covered a lot of ground before noon and with the afternoon still fully 
open we continue to the town of Bruges.  But irst we have to detour to a 
bike shop to get some Hammer nutrition and bike accessories (€200.00).  
In the centre of Bruges we park at the main train station and walk into the 
historical center of Bruges.  It is called the Venice of the north mainly due to 
the many canals that pass through the town.  Beside the historic buildings 
we visit some of the chocolate shops.  The selection is endless.  We buy 
a selection of chocolate (250g for €5.95).  Before returning to Lille we pick 
up some pasta, wine, cheese and bread at Lidl.  Just around the corner of 
our apartment is a Bio store where we purchase more great local cheese.

BELGIUM
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MENIN GATE 

MEMORIAL 

 
A memorial to those Missing 

in Belgium killed in World War I.
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IN FLANDERS 
FIELD MUSEUM
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ST. JULIEN MEMORIAL
The Broading Soldier marks the Battleield where 18,000 Canadians withstood the irst German gas attack in WWI.
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THE BATTLE OF PASSCHENDAELE
(October - November 1917)

Faced with an experienced enemy entrenched 
in a dominating position, Canadians fought with 
extraordinary courage and determination under 
intense ire to capture Passchendaele ridge.   
Advancing in horriic conditions through mud that 
was often waist-deep, the Canaian Corps sus-
tained approximately 16,0000 casualties during 
this assault, an immense cost that testiies to the  
nearly impossible objective set by the British high 
command.  Nine Canadian soldiers were awarded 
the Victoria Cross for their outstanding valour, more 
than in any other battle in the history of Canada.

BRUGES
The Venice of the North.
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BELGIAN 

CHOCOLATE & WAFFLES
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The historic centre of Bruges.
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TEN WIJNGAERDE
The beguinage was founded around

 1244 by Margaret of Constantinople.
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A pril  01, 2018:  We venture out for 
a 10km run from the apartment to 
almost the Belgium border and back.  

It is pancake lat and we set a new personal 
best sub 50 minutes.  Then we watch the 
beginning/start of the Tour of Flanders bicycle 
race on TV before heading out at 12pm to see 
the race live at the cobblestone section of the 
Kwaremont ascent.  We are in luck and able 
to park only 1.5km from the famous hill.  A lot 
of fans have the same idea and we all walk 
to the viewing point.  At approximately 1:38pm 
the bicycle race passes by us.  The weather is 
cool, windy and at times we get a dumping of 
rain.  There is nothing to keep us out there and 
we return to Lille to watch the last 2hrs to the 
inish of the Tour of Flanders in the comforts of 
our apartment.  On the way home we picked up 
a cool Belgian beer called Ruby.  Niki Terpstra, 
the Dutch rider from the Quick-Step team, 
rides away solo to win the Belgian Classic Tour 
of Flanders.   Dinner is pasta, cheese and wine 
followed by Ruby beer.

THE TOUR OF FLANDERS
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We watch the race at the famous 

cobblestone ascent at Kwaremont.
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Niki Terpstra, the Dutch rider from the Quick-Step team, with a solo breakaway wins the Belgian Classic Tour of Flanders. 
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Team Support Vehicles
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A pril 02, 2018:  It is Easter Monday and 
the roads remain quite empty.  We are 
heading back into Belgium.  Our irst 

stop being the Neolithic Flint Mines at Spiennes 
by Mons.  We are not expecting much, but 
there is actually some signage and a walking 
path.  Moles created dirt hills along the path 
and by chance Mike picks out a lint and than 
we notice that each dirt mount has numerous 
lints dating back 6000 years.  Quite amazing. 
Next is the best Zoo in Belgium, it even claims 
to be the best Zoo in Europe, called the Pairi 
Daiza.  Entrance is €34.00/person plus €7.00 
for parking.  The Zoo is massive and deinitely 
the best we have seen.  The layout is set up 
in themes of the wonders of the world, where 
the replicas of ancient architecture and animals 
are the centre pieces. One of the highlights 
is the Kingdom of Ganesha, which feels like 
being in Indonesia with its temples and dwelling 
places of the gods.  Elephants, white tigers and 
mischievous macaques call this their home. We 
enter and start exploring the Cambron-Abbey 
where we ind a large array of birds from all 
over the world. Next, we wander into the Middle 
Kingdom, the temples and pavilions of China, 

complimented by a beautiful plant world and the 
star animals, two (2) giant pandas. Of course, 
we cannot miss the Land of Origins, Africa, 
where we encounter the big cats. Lions and 
Mike’s favourite the cheetah greet us. Here we 
come also face to face again with the mountain 
gorilla. True to the theme of Africa, the animals 
are set in their natural habitat. Even a traditional 
village from Togo has been recreated.  We spend 
3hrs in the Zoo with lots of picture opportunities 
and we could have spent another 3hrs, but we 
needed to get a move on to our next destination, 
the four lifts on the Canal due Centre.  It is an 
engineering marvel and actually engineered 
by a Company from Ontario Canada.  Not far 
from the lifts, only a couple of kilometers is a 
massive water bridge spanning over a vehicle 
traic intersection.  Large boats and barges 
pass right overhead.  It is the new version of the 
hydraulic lifting bridge we saw earlier.  We stop 
at the Bois-du-Luc Mining site, but it is closed 
on Mondays.  Heading back to our apartment 
in France we stop at a grocery store to pick up 
some dinner which we prepare in our kitchen.

NEOLITHIC FLINT MINES
Located in Spiennes by Mons are are the largest and earliest concentration of ancient mines in Europe.
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PAIRI DAIZA ZOO
The Zoo is layed out in themes of the wonders of the world, where the replicas of 

ancient architecture, exotic fauna and animals are the centre pieces.
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THE FOUR LIFTS ON THE CANAL DU CENTRE

Connected vessels
The two (2) cylinders are connected by a 

pipe that turns it into connected vessels.  A 

technician controls a valve located on the 

pipe.  When the valve is closed, the two 

(2) chambers are locked in their respective 

positions.  In operation, the upper boat 

chamber is illed with an extra 30cm of water 
which weighs about 75 tones.  The heavier 

upper boat chamber descends and pushes 

the lower one up. 

Hydraulic machinery
Piston pumps supply water at 45kg/cm2 

which is necessary for raising the gates and 

for the establishment of a watertight junction 

between the chamber and the reach.  This 

machinery, that is housed in an annex, as 

well as all the lifts other metallic parts, have 

been built by Cockerill-Seraing.

Scales
A hydraulic lift operates on the balance 

system and consists of two chambers 45m 

long, 5.8m wide and 3.15m deep.  The water 

level in the chambers is about 2.4m.  Each 

full chamber weighs about 1,100 tones. Each 

of the two (2) chambers is supported by a 

ram of 2m in diameter and 19.44m high that 

moves up and down inside a water illed 
cylinder.

OPERATION OF A HYDRAULIC LIFT
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A massive water bridge spans over a vehicle traic intersection.  Large boats and barges pass right overhead.

FRANCE

A pril 03, 2018:  It is Mike’s Birthday and we are of to Reims, 
staying the day in France.  Leaving our place, we immediately 
hit standing traic and decide to reroute into the countryside to 

get around Lille.  Traic on all roads entering and leaving Lille are backed 
up.  It takes us an hour to inally get on the toll highway to Reims.  Arriving 
in Reims at 11:30am we irst visit the Notre-Dame de Reims, a Roman 
Catholic Cathedral, built in the French Gothic style between 13th and 15th 
Century AD, replacing an older church. It is famous for being the traditional 
location for the coronation of the Kings of France.  Then we admire from 
afar the adjacent Palace of Tau, the former palace of the Archbishop of 
Reims and residence of the Kings of France during their coronations. After 
a kilometer stroll, we reach the old Saint Remi Abbey.  It consists of two 
(2) monuments: The Saint Remi Basilica and the Saint Remi Museum. 
Neither one was open to the public but they are part of the UNESCO World 
Heritage List as is the Reims Cathedral and Palace.  On the way back to 
the car we stop for a couple of French baguette sandwiches with cheese 
and meat.  Next is the highlight of the day as we head to Epernay and 
Champagne country.  We pre-booked a Champagne Tour and Tasting at 
the Moët & Chandon House at 14:15pm for €40.00/person.  After inding 
a parking spot we are just in time (15 minutes early) to start the tour.  We 
are in luck and our tour group consists of only 6.  We are briefed on the 
establishment of the Champagne House in 1743 by Claude Moët and learnt 
that Napoleon spent a lot of time here as well. The most interesting part 
is the underground tunnels/cellars, extending four (4) levels deep and for 

over 25km.  Our tour takes us through a small portion of the tunnels/cellars 
with chalk walls that keep the temperature and humidity at constant level 
for the fermentation of the Champagne.  At irst the grapes are harvested 
in the fall. Moët & Chandon use three (3) types of grapes, Pinot Noir, 
Chardonnay and Meunier for the production of their Champagne.  Each 
grape is crushed and stored separately.  It produces a white wine which is 
illed into bottles with yeast and sugar added and than sealed with a cap. 
The bottles are stored in wooden pallets and turned every day for 4 – 6 
weeks until all the silt has settled in the neck of the upside-down bottle.  
Now the neck of the bottle is frozen by dipping the into liquid nitrogen. 
This way the silt pops out easily.  The space is illed with a small amount 
of sugar based on the Champagne to be created and toped by white wine.  
After sealing the bottle, it is stored away again in the cellars (underground 
tunnels) for 6 – 12 months depending on the type of Champagne.  The 
most famous champagne, Dom Pérignon, is produced only with two (2) 
grape varieties, Pinot Noir and Chardonnay, and from the Grands Crus. A 
quick fact.  A bottle of champagne is popped every second.  At the end of 
the tour we taste a couple of vintage champagnes, a glass of white and 
a glass of rose. The perfect ending.  Afterwards we wander around the 
streets of Epernay and check out some of the Champagne stores and 
purchase a couple of bottles from diferent producers.  On the way out we 
take one last picture of the vineyards which at this time of year are pretty 
barren and pruned to the cane.  We return to Lille by 7pm for some dinner 
and French wine at the apartment. 

The Palais du Tau in Reims.
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NOTRE-DAME 

DE REIMS

The Roman Catholic Cathedral was built 

in the French Gothic style between 

13th and 15th Century AD. It is the 

traditional location for the coronation 

of the Kings of France.
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The north transept in the

Notre-Dame de Reims.

SAINT REMI ABBEY & BASILICA
The Abbey, founded in the 6th Century AD, houses today an archeology and art museum. 

The adjacent Basilica was consecrated in 1049 over the chapel of St. Christophe where St. Remi was buried.
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MOËT & CHANDON 
The Champagne House was founded 

in 1743 by by Claude Moët.  During the 
fermentation process the bottles are 
stored in the 28 km of underground 

galleries and sumptuous vaults.
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Champagne country around Épernay.

BELGIUM

A pril 04, 2018:  .  It is back into Belgium for the day.  We return irst 
to the Bois-du-Luc Coal Mining Site. Entrance is €9.00/person.  
The Coal Mine dates back to 16th Century AD and was laid still 

in 1976.  A large housing complex was built in close proximity to the mine 
and still to date houses low income folks.  A trainee ofers to personally 
take us on the tour of the mine.  We actually spend 1 1/2hrs with him and 
get loads of information on the miners, their families, the equipment used, 
the labour changes over the years and the responsibilities of women at the 
mine.  In the early 20th century the labour laws were changed to 3 x 8hr 
shifts and Sundays of.  The working conditions were still very dangerous.  
Most spaces were only 40cm high.  The dangers included, explosive 
gases, carbon monoxide, increased water levels or hitting a water pocket 
and drowning, and of course cave-in of the tunnel. And if that did not kill 
you the ine coal dust breathed in and settling on the lungs would result in 
an early death through sufocation.  Children under 14 were not supposed 
to work in the mine, but when inspectors came, they would be hidden away 
in coal carts and lockers.  Temperatures 520m below the ground would be 
in the 30°C range with high humidity.  Every day miners would be covered 
in black coal.  The mine had to provide a shower complex, but it would be 
only cold +8°C water.  The miners were mostly from Poland and Italy.  In 
the last few years of the mines operation Turkish miners would take over.  
All mining used to be originally with picks and later with air powered jack 
hammers.  We are the only tourists and it is a very eye-opening experience.  

From here we are of to Brussels, the Capital of Belgium.  We park within 
a 100m of the Grand Plaza Square, but irst en-route we drive by the 
UNESCO listed Stoclet Palace.  A private mansion built by architect Josef 
Hofmann for banker and art lover Adolphe Stoclet between 1905 and 1911 
in the Viennese Secession style and is located in the Woluwe-Saint-Pierre 
municipality of Brussels.  The Grand Plaza Square is beautiful and we did 
not expect the golden glitter on all the buildings. It is all in perfect harmony.  
The square is surrounded by opulent guildhalls and two (2) larger ediices, 
the city’s Town Hall, and the King’s House/Breadhouse.  We are starving 
and check out a Belgian fries store getting a medium Belgian fry each in a 
paper tout with mayo. Still room for more food we have the famous Belgian 
Wale topped with a Banana, whipped cream and chocolate for €7.00. It 
is massive and so delicious.  Leaving Brussels behind we detour on the 
way back to Lille, France to De Brabandere Brewery.  There is no shop, 
but we are in luck and a guy in the administrative oice takes pity on us 
and we are able to buy two (2) Kwaremont beer glasses for €2.00/each.  
For good measures he throws in a couple of the famous Kwaremont beers 
for free.  The Kwaremont blond, a full malt beer, is just like the killer climb 
of the Oude Kwaremont in the Flemish Ardennes: iery and packed with 
character.  The glass is totally cool and has lots of neat features, like the 
cobblestone base, a bicycle rider on the stem and the famous Kwaremont 
climb written on the glass for the Tour of Flanders bicycle race.  It has been 
another great day as we return to our apartment. 
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BOIS-DU-LUC

This Coal Mining Site dates back to 

the 16th Century AD and was in 

operation until 1976.  The buildings, 

equipment and  some of the mining 

shafts have been preserved as an 

industrial heritage site.
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STOCLET PALACE
A private mansion built by architect Josef Hofmann for banker and art lover Adolphe Stoclet between 1905 and 1911.

BRUSSELS
The Capital of Belgium.
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GRAND PLAZA 

SQUARE

The square is surrounded by 

opulent guildhalls and two (2) larger 

ediices, the city’s Town Hall, and the 
King’s House/Breadhouse
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Brussels Wales, Macarons, 
Belgian Fries with Mayo,

Chocolate covered 

Strawberries and Beer.
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FRANCE

A pril 05, 2018:  We decide to spend the entire day in France, 
heading irst to the city of Amiens to visit the UNESCO listed Notre 
Dame Cathedral, located on the River Somme.  Constructed 

between 1220 and 1270 it is the tallest completed cathedral in France. 
It is a dreary day, overcast, rainy and the Cathedral looks rather bleak 
and dark. The inside of the Cathedral is completely deserted.  We do 
not stay long and ind the nearest Lidl grocery store for some breakfast.  
Going to Amiens we used the toll motorway.  Our return route passes 
through the country side past Canadian war memorials.  Our irst stop 
is the Newfoundland WWI memorial at the Beaumont-Hamel.  The site 
is actually maned by Canadian Park Personnel. Approximately fourteen 
(14) University students from across Canada are picked every four (4) 
months to get a chance to work at the Canadian WWI memorials.  We are 
handed a self guided map of the battleield, but also could have taken a 
free guided tour run on the hour.  The Beaumont-Hamel Newfoundland 
Memorial is the largest of the ive “Caribou” sites in France and Belgium.  
Here on July 01, 1916 the 1st Battalion of the Newfoundland Regiment 
sufered 684 casualties (70% of its full strength).  Out of the 780 or so men 
who advanced only 110 survived.  The centerpiece is the Caribou, the 
symbol of the Regiment, and the memorial to all those Newfoundlanders 
who served in the Great War and those missing who have no known grave.  
Next, we visit a small Canadian cemetery.  Its signiicance is that of the 

100’s of white crosses that dot the cemetery one of them has the last name 
“Thrower” from Vancouver, Canada, which could be a distant relative of 
Mike.  The last WWI Canadian Memorial we see is the Canadian National 
Vimy Memorial.  It is a large well-preserved site with an information centre.  
We join the guided tour of the tunnels and restored trenches.  Entering 
the Grange Subway, originally 1230m in length, we are told that it is 
here that Canadians lost the most lives in a single day at the Battle of 
Vimy Ridge fought April 09-12, 1917.  2400 Canadians died in a single 
day.  The trenches of the Canadians, the No Man’s Land and Craters 
between and the German trenches are all preserved and accessible to 
the public. It provides a good insight of what it would have been like.  The 
Vimy Monument is an art piece in itself, designed by Walter Seymour 
Allward.  Engraved on its walls are 11,285 Canadians who died in France 
and have no known grave.  Two (2) towering pylons sitting on a massive 
base represent Canada and France.  The monument also incorporates 
twenty (20) large stone sculptures of igures that represent ideals for which 
Canada fought, such as truth, justice, hope and peace. The most striking 
sculpture is the “Canada Bereft”, a statue of a cloaked mourning woman, 
her chin forlornly resting on her hand as she gazes downwards brooding 
over the graves of her valiant dead.  It is carved from a single 30-tonne 
block of limestone.  The Memorial overlooks the Douai Plain.  After paying 
our respects we return to our apartment in Lille.

NOTRE-DAME DE AMIENS
The Cathedral in Amiens was constructed between 1220 and 1270.
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The stained glass, baroque pulpit and sculpture gallery in the Amiens Cathedral.
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BEAUMONT-HAMEL
WWI MEMORIAL 

The Beaumont-Hamel Newfoundland 
Memorial is the largest of the 

ive (5) “Caribou” sites in 
France and Belgium.
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On July 01, 1916 the 

1st Battalion of the 

Newfoundland Regiment 

sufered 684 casualties.
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Another small Canadian WWI cemetery. One of the Tombstones has the name of E.G. Thrower, originally from Vancouver.
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THE CANADIAN NATIONAL VIMY MEMORIAL
The monument commemorates Canadians who served during WWI.  Engraved on its walls are the names of the 11,285 Canadians 

who died in France and have no known grave.  The (2) towering pylons sitting on a massive base represent Canada and France.
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The monument incorporates 20 large stone sculptures of igures that represent 
ideals for which Canada fought, such as truth, justice, hope and peace.
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The on-site museum 

provides further insight 

into the the role Canada 

played in WWI.
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The Grange Subway, originally 1230m in length, is were 2400 Canadians 
lost their lives in a single day at the Battle of Vimy Ridge fought April 09-12, 1917.
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BELGIUM

A
pril 06, 2018:  . We return to Belgium stopping in the town of 

Tournai to visit its UNESCO listed Notre-Dame Cathedral.  

The Romanesque style Cathedral was built in the irst half of 
the 12th Century AD, has a Gothic choir and the transept is the most 

distinctive part of the building, with its cluster of ive bell towers and apsidal 
(semicircular) ends.  Back on the motorway we head for Antwerp.  It has 

a historic town center with narrow street and ancient building fronts.  After 

a wander through the city streets we irst visit the Cathedral of Our Lady.  
It took 170 years of construction to complete the Cathedral in 1520.  The 

Cathedral displays four (4) masterpieces of the World-famous Antwerp 

painter Peter Paul Rubens. Next, we enter the Plantin-Moretus Museum, 

which is the only museum in the world to be classiied as a UNESCO 

World Heritage site.  The museum is dedicated to Christophe Plantin, 

a bookbinder and leather crafter from France, who set up a publishing/

printing house in Antwerp in the 16th Century AD.  In less than twenty 

years Plantin’s publishing irm ranked among the top of Europe’s industrial 
leaders.  Plantin is the founding father of nine generations of printers at the 

Vrijdagmarkt in Antwerp.  The Museum showcases old printing machines 

and the process of setting up the printing presses.  Two (2) of the printing 

presses are the oldest surviving in the world.  Both the small and big library 

hold top-notch precious old prints.  A true World Heritage site. On our way 

back to France we stop on the last Belgium shop before the border in a 

well stocked Belgian beer shop.  It has a huge selection and we randomly 

pick interesting varieties by look and lavour.

NOTRE-DAME 

DE TOURNAI
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CATHEDRAL OF OUR LADY
The cathedral located in Antwerp in its historic centre was completed in 1520.
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The Cathedral displays (4) masterpieces of the 

World-famous Antwerp painter Peter Paul Rubens. 
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PLANTIN-MORETUS 
MUSEUM

The museum is dedicated to 
Christophe Plantin, a bookbinder and 
leather crafter from France, who set 

up a publishing/printing house in 
Antwerp in the 16th Century AD. 



- 56 -



- 57 -

A pril  07, 2018:  We decide to run a half marathon in the morning, 
which leads us from our apartment through small villages in 
France into Belgium and back.  Mike does in an impressive sub 

1hr and 55 minutes and I have my irst personal best of 1:48:35. With all 
our sightseeing taken care of we head for the town of Roubaix. We ind 
a small Pizza place in the downtown area.  It is our irst warm and sunny 
day and after a well-deserved Pizza we return to the apartment and hang 
out in the backyard trying out the diferent beers we had purchased the 
previous day. 

FRANCE

A pril 08, 2018:  Our day starts with watching the Paris Marathon 
and the beginning of the Paris-Roubaix classic bicycle race on 
TV.  Paris to Roubaix actually no longer starts in Paris but in 

Compiegne a town close by.  We head to the Arenberg Forest a 1400m 
long cobblestone section along the Paris-Roubaix route.  It is only half 
an hour from our apartment.  We park a distant away from the forest.  
Even 3hrs before the cycling peloton is supposed to get to this section 
the road leading to the Arenberg forest is lined on both sides with parked 
cars.  At the entrance are the beer, other refreshments, souvenirs and 
entertainment stalls set up.  A big screen TV telecasts the race live.  We 
get a Paris-Roubaix cycling hat for Mike.  We also wear very old original 

cycling team Jerseys, which get a few positive comments and looks from 
other spectators.  With lots of time at hand we walk the entire cobblestone 
section before picking our spot ¾ the way down.  We really lucked out with 
the weather as we reach a high of 22.5°C and are blessed with clear skies.  
Just a couple of minutes past 3pm the cyclists pass by.  It all happens very 
fast, but it is cool to be part of the event and to take in the atmosphere.  We 
return to the apartment and are able to watch the inish of the race on TV 
at the Roubaix Veco-drome.  Peter Sagan, reigning World Champion and 
Slovak rider with the Bora-Hansgrohe team, took the win in a sprint with 
Silvan Dillier.  With that Mike had accomplished to check of a couple of 
bucket list items – The Tour of Flanders and Paris-Roubaix.

Downtown Roubaix we treat 
ourselves to some delicous 

Pizza.  The afternoon we 
hang out in the backyard 
of our apartment enjoying 

a glass of bear.

Lots of fans at the Arenberg Forest.  Cars are parked along the road for kilometers. Event tents are set up.
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ARENBERG FOREST
The 2.3km cobblestone section marks the start of the decisive racing in Paris-Roubaix and comes after 164.5km.
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PARIS-ROUBAIX
The 116th edition of the of the spring 
classics bicycle race Paris-Roubaix 
starts in the town of Compiegne and 
ends in the Roubaix’s Velo-drome.
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Peter Sagan, reigning World Champion  
and Slovak rider with Bora-Hansgrohe, 

took the win in a sprint with Silvan Dillier. 
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A
pril  09, 2018:  We have 

an early start and drive 

back to Düsseldorf, 

Germany crossing Belgium and 

the Netherlands.  A fuel stop at the 

airport and than we drop of the 
rental vehicle and check in with the 

airline.  Our light with SunExpress 
leaves on time at 2:30pm and we 

arrive in Antalya, Turkey at 7:10pm.  

Our prearranged transfer is waiting 

at the arrival gate and 3hrs later we 

are back in Kalkan. Home Sweet 

Home.

Team Support Vehicles
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